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not trusted in the smallest degree. A Hanseatic
enjoyed the first privilege in all respects. For
example, if a native was bankrupt, the German
merchant to whom he was in debt had the first right
to be paid before Russian creditors, and the Germans
could further insist that such a bankrupt should be
banished the city with wife and child. By way of tax
they themselves paid a piece of cloth to the ruler of the
mainland between their Court and the sea, and a pair
of gloves to the Russian officials.

For the rest their whole attitude wras haughty and
overbearing, and it is scarcely astonishing that quarrels
and risings against them were of frequent occurrence.
But they almost always kept or at least regained the
upper hand. Their audacious motto was " Who can
stand against God and the Great Novgorod ? " No
doubt many of their rigid measures were necessary
to a small colony living amid a turbulent and rude
population, differing from them in manners, language,
and religion. The station was as difficult to hold as
years ago was that of Canton for the English. Like
the Chinese, the Russians hated the merchants, if
for no other reason than because they were foreig-
ners. In every possible manner they tried to cheat
them, adulterating wax, furnishing bad furs, &c.,
&c. In consequence, the alderman of St. Peter's
saw himself obliged continually to issue new
warnings and rules to secure his traders from the
Russian tricksters. So, for example, the dwellers
of the Court of St. Peter were enjoined only to
buy furs in well-lighted places, where it was easier
to test their genuineness and excellence, further to